The Parish of St George’s, Benenden
Ouwr Mission “To-know and love Jesusy and make hiy love knowwn to-all’

Our Worship: Sunday 26" April
The Third Sunday of Easter

Collect: Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the
sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may
be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in
righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

10am COMMUNION SERVICE
led by Revd David Commander at the Rectory
Service available on-line Sunday morning via the church websites
http://www.benendenchurch.org/
https://stnicholassandhurst.org/

5pm EVENING PRAYER
led by Revd David Commander at the Rectory

THE WEEK AHEAD

Prayer services are conducted Monday to Saturday by Revd David at the Rectory.
Thursday Prayer is also conducted by Revd Rosemary at her home on behalf of
the Benefice.

Daily Scripture and Reflection is posted on the St George’s website and
Facebook page every day of the week. Please take a look.

Sunday Next: Sunday 3" May — The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 2.42-end, John 10.1-10

10am COMMUNION SERVCE
led by Revd David Commander at the Rectory

Service available on-line Sunday morning via the church website
http://www.benendenchurch.org/

spm EVENING PRAYER

We trust you are keeping well in these extraordinary times, and you are surviving
the lock-down period. We look forward to being able to meet again to worship our
living, loving God together in person. God bless. Revd David



http://www.benendenchurch.org/
https://stnicholassandhurst.org/
http://www.benendenchurch.org/

Readings: Sunday 26" April

Acts 2.14a, 36-41 - Peter Addresses the Crowd

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them:
®Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’

The First Converts

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3°For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to

him.” “9And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 'So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Luke 24.13-35 - The Walk to Emmaus

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, 4and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. *®*While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and
went with them, ®but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 1’And he said to them,
‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking
sad. 8Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?’ ®He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the

people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. ?*But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes,
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover,
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this

morning, >>and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2*Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did
not see him.” 2Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! 2Was it not necessary that the

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 2’Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. 2°But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. *°When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to

them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. 3°They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ **That same
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. 3*They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he
has appeared to Simon!” **Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Cicely Collins. Sad News: Cicely passed away on 12" April. | will be conducting a
private funeral service at the Kent and Sussex Crematorium on Wednesday 29"
April. Please hold Cicely and her family and friends in your prayers. Revd David




PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON THE CHURCH WEBSITES AND / OR FACEBOOK PAGES
FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICES HELD ON LINE AT THE
RECTORY. PLEASE JOIN REVD DAVID FOR THESE SERVICES ‘IN SPIRIT".

Church Websites: http://www.benendenchurch.org/
https://stnicholassandhurst.org/

Church Facebook Pages: @StGeorgesBenenden
@StNicholasSandhurst

A Church Near You: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/

Our church buildings may be closed — but our church is alive and active.

Prayer:

Although the buildings are closed, it is important that you know that prayer is still
happening every day. | will be saying Morning Prayer at 8am and Evening Prayer at 5pm,
Monday to Saturday, at the Rectory. Please join me "in spirit" to pray for our community, our
nation, and the world. | will be using this resource: "Worship at Home"; follow this link:
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/midweek worship_at home_0.pdf
for a copy of the Daily Prayer. If there is something particular you would like prayer for,
please send me an email or give me a call.

On Sunday | will be taking Communion on our behalf — at the Rectory. | encourage you to
join me "in spirit". My hope is that we will all be able to gather in our own homes, at 10
o’clock and share, remotely, the Eucharist.

Care:

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength . . . Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)

Now really is the time to care for your neighbour. Please, pick up the phone, speak to them. We
are a strong community, a caring community. Together we will get through this.

Finally, | encourage you to use these prayers when you get up and when you go to bed:

A prayer in the morning:

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘1 am with you always’.

Be with me today, as | offer myself to you.

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, and keep me in your care. Amen.

A prayer in the evening:

God our Father, by whose mercy the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to light:
we place in your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes,
knowing that only what you bless will prosper.

To your love and protection we commit each other and all those we love, knowing that you
alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Revd David
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