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5th June 2020 
 
To : the Churchwardens of St George’s, Benenden & St Nicholas, Sandhurst 
 
Dear Churchwardens, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to write to me on the matter of wanting to return 
to worshipping in your churches. I start with where you ended your letter asking 
that the national church leadership “…..discuss at the highest level” the need for 
churches to be opened.  
 
Since lockdown became the norm, the Archbishops & Bishops, have been working 
tirelessly with the Government through the ‘Places of Worship Taskforce.’ 
Through this group, led by the Bishop of London, they are in regular consultation 
with the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to enable the 
opening of church buildings in a way which is safe and practical. 
 
Opening our buildings was included as part of the government’s phase 3, and 
there was much hope, from the discussions that were being had, that we would 
have seen by now, some limited opening of churches. Sadly, this did not happen. 
For the many waiting to re-enter their buildings for worship, this is a great 
disappointment. I both hear, feel and understand your frustration.  
 
I do want to cautiously say however, that concerns about the virus are real and 
every effort is being put into considering how places of worship can safely reopen 
without putting some of its elderly members at risk of catching the virus. On the 
national church website and on the diocesan website, we are regularly getting 
updated and detailed information to assist us in planning for such a time when we 
do reopen. It is possible that when we are given the go-ahead to open, we will not 
all be able to worship at the same time due to social distancing requirements. I 
guess what I am saying is, that things may not automatically go back to how it has 
always been. Reopening will undoubtedly bring its own new challenges that we 
will need to acknowledge and wrestle with going forward. 
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Although this has been a time of real pain, with so much having been changed, I 
am conscious that I have been excited too, by seeing the people of God, the Body 
of Christ, learning to live faith in the home and in the community. I hope this will 
not be lost when we return to our buildings. Please be assured of my prayers and 
that of our Archbishop as it is our desire to see the people of God flourish. I am 
reminded that the children of Israel, when their temples were destroyed, home 
became the place where their faith thrived. May our faith also thrive as we 
‘actively’ wait for all that is to come. 
 
 
With best wishes and every blessing. 
 
Yours in the service of Christ 
 
 
+ Rose 
 
The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin 
Bishop of Dover 
  


